[C] [Meir] replied, “Is it not written thus: “You cause a man to repent 
up to the point when he becomes dust’ (Ps. 90:3)? Up to the time 
when life is crushed are repentant sinners received.” 


[D] At that moment, Elisha wept, then he departed [this life] and died. 
And R. Meir rejoiced in his heart, thinking, “My master died in 
repentance.” 


[E] When they buried him, fire came down from heaven and 
consumed his grave. They came and told R. Meir, “Behold, 
your master’s grave has been set on fire.” 


[F] He went, intending to visit it, and found it burning. 


[G] What did he do? He took his long prayer cloak and spread it 
over the corpse saying, “‘Pass the night,’ (Ruth 3:13). Stay in 
this world which is like the night. ‘And it shall be in the 
morning’ (Ruth 3:13). This is the world to come which is all 
morning. ‘If he will redeem you, well and good; let him redeem 
you’ (Ruth 3:13) — this is the Holy One, blessed be he, of 
whom it is written: ‘The Lord is good to all, and his 
compassion is over all that he has made’ (Ps. 145:9). “And if it 
does not please him to redeem you, then, as the Lord lives, I 
will redeem you’” (Ruth 3:13). 


[H] Then the fire was extinguished. 


[I] They said to R. Meir, “If they ask you in that world [to 
come, after death], ‘Whom do you intend to visit [first], 
your father or your master’ [what will you do]?” 


[J] He said to them, “I will visit my master first, and after that, 
my father.” 


[K] They said to him, “Will they hearken to your plea [for 
Elisha)?” 


[L] He said to them, “Have we not been taught thus: They may 
save the casing of the scroll together with the scroll 
[and] the casing of the phylacteries together with the 
phylacteries [M. Shab. 16:1]? Elisha Aher will be saved 
through the merit of his [study of the] Torah.” 


[III:9 A] Some time later, Elisha’s daughters went to receive alms 
from Rabbi. Rabbi decreed saying, ““Let there be none to extend 
kindness to him, nor any to pity his fatherless children’” (Ps. 
109:12). 


